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An emissions reduction strategy
A public health awareness message
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New Standard Forecasting Challenges???

~ Ozone Action Day arrives
‘with clear skies, low humidity

~ Readings were in good

~tomoderate range
- Thursday; muggy
conditions on way

BY KEN KOLKER
THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS

GRAND RAPIDS — As
Ozone Action Days go, Thurs-
day wasn’t bad. -

The temperature was
barely above average, humid-
ity levels were low, the sky
was blue, and ozone readings
were in the “good” to “moder-
ate” range.

The state Department of
Environmental Quality - on
Wednesday declared. an
Ozone Action Day for Thurs-
‘day in the Grand Rapids area,
which includes Kent, Ottawa
and Muskegon counties.

‘But Grand Rapids city offi-
cials said the air hadn’t
reached unsafe levels.

- By late Thursday night, the
Air-Quality Index in Grand
Rapids climbed to 66, which
still is considered moderate.

The DEQ declares an

Ozone Action Day when its
meteorologists expect the air
quality index to reach 101 to

150+~ 2a level considered un-
healthy forsensitive - groups, "

such as people with asthma, A
level of 0 is the cleanest; 500
is the most hazardous.

“It’s fairly comfortable for
summertime,” said - National
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist intern Brandon Hoving,

who said the forecast calls for-

muggier - conditions = today.
“There’s been some question
about this one.”

The weather service plays
no role in declaring an Ozone
Action Day but includes the
alert on its Web site.

“They make the decision
from their office,” Hoving
said of the DEQ in Lansing.

The DEQ bases its forecast

on weather conditions, emis- "
sions buildups and computer -

models, said DEQ environ-
mental - quality  specialist
Laure Deguire.

“It’s not an exact science,
just as the weather isn’t an ex-
act science,” she said.

Thursday’s” Ozone Action
Day was the fourth this year
in the Grand Rapids area,

down from: six ‘each of the

previous two years.

MORE

. To read today’s wéather forecaét, E4

The DEQ asked that people
living in‘Grand Rapids, Mus-
kegon and *Holland “make
clean air choices” by not us-
ing gas engines, and instead
walking; biking or using mass

.transit.

The-Rapid transit system in
Grand Rapids and 'the MAX

~'transit system in Holland of-
“fered free bus rides. on the
‘Ozone Action Day.".

Rapid spokeswoman Jenni-
fer Kalczuk said bus ridership
jumped 40 percent in July on
Ozone Action Days.

The transit system has no
control over the declaration
and is reimbursed. through a
federal program for 'the free
rides. :

“We respond to:the notifi-
cation that we get through the
channels,” she said.

The  DEQ also issued
Ozone Action Days in- Ann
Arbor and Detroit,

By late afternoon; the air
quality was listed as “moder-

““ate” in both cities.

- E~mall: kkolker@grpreés.com
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Day-of-Week Statistical Trends
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MDEQ-AQD - EnviroFlash
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EnviroFlash in Michigan

EnviroFlash is a service that automatically delivers air quality forecasts directly to subscribers. |t
provides "heads-up” inforrmation so people can adjust their daily activities to match expected air
gquality conditions. Those enrolled get ordy the information they select wvia e-mail or cell phone text
messages.

Air quality forecasts, the Air Quality Index (20200, and "Action!” day, notifications are currently

available on the DEQ website. EnwiroFlash simplifies getting air information because it sends
inside DEQ "Actont™ day notifications and the AQI forecasts directly to subscribers when the level they selected
is likely to occur.

key topics

The EnviroFlash forecast pollutants are fine particulate year round and ground-level ozone during
fichigan's Ozone Season (April through Septermber). Department of Environmental Quality
pollution prevention meteorologists determine whether the air quality for next day is expected to be:

news & events

UNHEALTHY FOR
HODERATE SENSITIVE CROUPS UNHEALTHY VERY UHHEALTHY

Those with small children and people with cardio-pulmonary health problems (such as asthma)
usually select to be notified when the air quality is predicted to be [ UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE
GROUPS . Feople who work or exercise strenuously are also in this category due to increased
deep respiration.

Feople who do not have heart or lung health risks and are not as concerned about air gquality may
prefer to be notified when mmﬁﬁ air i1s forecast for the general public.
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MDEQ-AQD — Mlair Web Page
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